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Orlando Massacre in the US:

Unending Wars abroad – Escalating Violence at
Home

A lone gunman, identified as Omar Mateen, 29 years, killed 50 people and injured 53 more at an LGBT
night club, the Pulse, in Orlando, Florida state early morning of 12thJune. He was son of immigrants from
Afghanistan and US citizen. He was killed in firefight with police.
      At the time of shooting, the night club was packed with 350 people who had turned out for a music
night. Many of the victims were Hispanic. What was going in the mind of Omar Mateen will likely never be
known with any certainty. However it is clear that this horrific tragedy in Orlando is only the latest in a
series of bloody incidents.
      Omar Mateen made a call to 911 (emergency number) at the time of attack declaring his allegiance to
the ISIS. Just hours after the attack, the ISIS declared that it was “carried out by an Islamic state fighter”.
The truth in this claim may not be ascertained, but it thoroughly exposes the reactionary nature of ISIS.
      The FBI acknowledged that it questioned Mateen three times, twice in 2013 in connection with his
alleged inflammatory statement and in 2014 in relation to his possible ties to Moner Mohammed Abusalha,
who grew up in Florida and went to fight for an Islamist militia in the US-backed war for regime change in
Syria. The FBI said that Mateen did not pose a threat. Mateen’s father said that his son voiced strong anti-
guy sentiments and his son’s actions had “nothing to do with religion” So, the exact nature of Mateen’s
motives remains unclear. The FBI also was skeptic about the claim of ISIS that his fighter had committed
this crime.

Mateen worked for a private security contractor that served government agencies providing security
personnel. So he had firearms and security officer’s licenses. So it is not correct to attribute the crime to the
availability of fire arms in the US society. Mateen lived in fort Pierce, 120 miles away from Florida city,
where one third of the population subsists below the poverty line and the official unemployment rate is over
16 per cent.

The lone-gunmen-attacks have become virtually a daily fact of life in the US. There were 280 mass
shootings in the US in 2014. There were 372 mass shootings in 2015 leaving 475 dead and 1870 wounded.
In 2016 until now there were 175 such incidents. A look at the mass shooting statistics reveals a
disproportionately large number of such incidents in the US and they were carried out in the US by all types
of people. They are not performed by one religion or ethnic group. Hence attributing Orlando massacre to
the Islamic terrorism has no substantial evidence and smells of a political drama.

The US witnessed escalating murderous violence at home in parallel with unending wars abroad. The
US imperialist military continuously engaged since 2001 in invasions, bombings, drone strikes and “targeted
assassi nations” that had claimed the lives of over a million people in pre dominantly Muslim countries. As
a corollary, or to use the US imperialist term, “collateral damage”, the US imperialist masters whipped up
the most reactionary ideologies to justify discrimination and violence against immigrants in general and
Muslims in particular and to encourage the most backward homophobic sentiment. In this process, they
intensified the state repression in the US and escalated wars abroad.
      Within hours of the incident, the US media and political leaders claimed that it was a terrorist attack
stemming from regressive religious doctrine. Barak Obama said that it was “an act of terror and an act of
hate” while he authorized recently escalation of 15-year old US war in Afghanistan. His former secretary of
state, Hillary Clinton said there is “need to defend our country from threats at home and abroad that means
defeat terror groups, go after them wherever they are”. Her Republican rival Donald Trump utilized this
massacre to bolster his anti-Muslim and anti-immigrant bigotry. He claimed that “our leaders are weak.
That is why such incidents are happening. I will not allow them to happen”.

The aim of the US imperialist ruling elite is to intimidate, frighten and disorient the American people
with the spectre of terrorism in order to distract attention from the irreconcilable crisis it has landed, thus
deciding the political discourse to get the approval for its acts to escalation of wars abroad and intensified
attacks on the rights and conditions of the working class.
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