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 Ceasefire in Syria

Respite for the People Amidst Wrangling Imperialist
Powers

       The New Year 2017 begins with a ceasefire in Syria, brokered by Russia, Iran and Turkey,
raising hope for the people of Syria. Russian President Vladimir Putin announced on December
30 that three documents had been accepted by the government of President Bashar al-Assad and
seven armed opposition groups. The first was an agreement to cease hostilities; the second to
develop means of monitoring and enforcing the ceasefire; and the third to prepare for peace talks
to be held in Kazakhastan capital Astana.

The ceasefire holds in most parts of Syria. Peace talks are to begin on January, 23 in Astana.
Iran, Russia, Syrian government, section of opposition, Turkey and United Nations will participate
in the talks. The US and Europeans will not be there.
      The ceasefire signifies two aspects of the situation. It came in the wake of the takeover of
Aleppo, second largest city in Syria, by the Syrian government forces, driving out Syrian al Qaeda
affiliate, the Al Nusra Front which served as proxy forces in six year old war waged by US imperialism
aimed at regime change in Syria. Second: it is the most serious setback for the US imperialist
aggression on this region stretching from Afghanistan to Libya under a range of false pretexts.
That Turkey has now joined with Assad’s key allies, Russia and Iran, is an indication of the severity
of this setback.
      While the ceasefire may lead to an end to hostilities in some areas of Syria, it hardly signals a
halt to the violence that has claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands and driven some 11
million, half the country’s popu-lation, from their homes. The agreement excludes those
organisations classified as ‘terrorist’ by UN, including ISIS and Al Nusra Front, now called as
Fateh al Sham Front. These two groups have been the most active in the war against Assad
government with the full support from US imperialism and its regional allies and Israel. Though
these groups are defeated in Aleppo, which they occupied since 2012, and frustrated, they still
continue to hold some eastern parts of Syria lesser than pre-viously held. Their frustration may
lead to more mindless violence.

Now it is clear that Assad will stay. The prospects of the proxy forces, ISIS and Al Nusra,
toppling Assad government have largely disappeared. The reaction of the US imperialism to this
development in the situation is filled with anger and desperation over the debacle of US policy of
regime change in Syria.

The US Secretary of State John Kerry vowed; “The fall of Aleppo, should it happen, does not
end war. It will continue”, and described the situation in Aleppo as “unconscionable” and “nothing
short of massacre”. At the same time the out-going President Obama issued waiver of US Arms
Export Control Act to allow CIA to funnel in more arms to “irregular forces” in Syria and expressed
that there will be continuation of this policy under the President Trump. The Pentagon continues to
supply arms and aid to the Syrian Kurdish militia and deployed US Special Operations Troops to
their support. This is a subject of substantial friction between Washington and Ankara as the
Kurdish militia was labeled as ‘terrorist’ by the Turkey.
     The well-oiled propaganda machine of the West started to malign Assad regime. It demonized
the Syrian Army as exceptionally brutal. It blamed Syrians, Russians and Iranians as perpetrators
of war crimes. There may be some brutal acts on the part of Syrian Army of Assad. We are not
justifying it when we mentioned the massacre being perpetrated during the same time by the US
forces 300 kms away from Aleppo – Mosul in Iraq. In the seize of Mosul, more than 2000 civilians
dead, 685 wounded and 100,000 people displaced, including 35,000 children. With winter
temperatures falling below freezing point, the people are left without any means to heat and light
their homes and those who fled are living in tents. Despite these official news coming in the press
about the barbaric act of seize in Mosul, which are inflicted by 10,000 US and NATO troops, no
one in the West is talking about ‘war crimes’ or advocating a ceasefire in Mosul as they demanded
in Aleppo.
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     The reason for this hypocrisy is clear. In Mosul, the US imperialism is asserting its hegemonic
interests, while in Aleppo it faced a setback in its drive to pursue the same hegemonic interests.
Over the past two decades, the US imperialism cloaked its military interventions and aggression
all over the world – from aggression on Iraq, to regime changes in Libya and Syria and to fascist
led coup in Ukraine – in the garb of human rights and dressed up the outfits of its making like ISIS
as ‘popular revolutions’. It reminds of demons sermonizing scriptures.
    The war will not going to end in Astana talks. The frustrated terrorists escalate violence; their
attack in Iraq, Jordan and Turkey are a sign of this problem. And they continue to receive funds
and arms despite the tall claims of ‘war on terror’. Whatever may be the outcome of the bitter
struggle among the ruling cliques in US, Obama’s legacy of war would be continued by the Trump
administration. The US imperialism continue to pursue its hegemonic interests in the Middle East.
      It is the need of the hour to build an anti-imperialist movement and to demand immediate
cessa-tion of wars in the Middle East and the world people should stand in support of the people
of Syria and the countries of Middle East.
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