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 Karnataka

THE STRUGGLE FOR WATER

A part of the Vega (popularly known as Hagiri) river flows through AP and a major part through
Bellari of Karnataka State. Though it covers about 56 kms long area and passes through 60 villages,
all the villages are perennially drought affected. In search of a solution for the problem, the peasants
of these villages have constituted an Experts Committee (EC) to investigate on the situation. The
EC is composed of: Sri. Govindaiah, Retd. JE, Tungabhadra;Sri VenkataRamana, Rtd. DE, Karnataka
Neervan; Sri. Devaraj Reddy, Prominent Geologist; Sri. Ranganath Rao, Sr. Advocate; Sri.
Changanuru Mallikarjun Reddy; madhava Reddy; H. Adinarayana Reddy and other peasant leaders.

The Experts Committee has visited a number of villages like,Anungi, Haunagudi, Bomman-
hal and Jiladarasi  in Bommanhal Mandal. It examined the Hagiri river belt, Havangudi HLC
Aqueduct and the spring channels which are lying idle. The EC found that the area is drought
affected despite having a rain fall of 700-800 Cms on an average and flowing along an area full of
sand and soil. Sri. Talap, the Executive Engineer of Cudapah district and the Member of the Experts
Committee has pointed out that an immediate solution to the problem can be had by recharging the
water by fixing the Z shaped iron plates with the help of machines- a technical devise used in the
case of PapaniRiver. The Experts advised that this can be done in 2 or 3 places on the river.

Once this field level investi-gation was over, the peasants of the area have decided to take the
problem to the notice of the Govt. through the peoples’ represen-tatives. On March 26, 2017, they
held a Meeting attended by the leaders of peasant and , political organizations, activists and
intellectuals. The meeting was presided over by Sri. T.G. Vittal.  Addressing the meeting, Sri.
Mallikarjun Reddy said that the drought is simply swallowing the human beings in the area and the
areas under Tungabhadra and Hagiri are haunted by the phenomenon of droughts. Sri. B. Suryanarayan
Reddy, the Chairman, TN Memorial Trust, pointed out that the peasants are required to simultaneously
fight against the nature as well as the rulers. The forces of Capitalism are destroying the nature and
thus are causing the failure of rains. The peasants can change their lives for better only through
struggle. Sri. Adinarayana Reddy, a peasant leader called upon the peasants to get themselves prepared
for an united struggle against the conditions of drought and the callous attitude of the rulers. The
Members of the EC explained the findings of their investigation and assured their support and
solidarity to the peasants in their distress and struggle.
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