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 West Bengal:   Fifty Years of Naxalbari Uprising Observed

      In west Bengal, a “Committee for Observation of 50 Years of Naxalbari Struggle” was formed
consisting of five organisations of which CPI(ML) was one of the constituents.
      The Committee carried on a long drawn propaganda on the relevance of Naxalbari struggle and
the importance of the path shown by the Naxalbari uprising. Through leaflets, posters, and street
corner meetings the call of Naxalbari was taken amongst the people of West Bengal in several
districts. The programme finally culminated in a mass rally and mass meeting at Siliguri on May
25.
       On May 24, the CPI(ML) organised a meeting at Jharujote in Naxalbari. This is the place
where the peasants clashed with the police forces on May 24,1967 which resulted in the death of a
police inspector. It was a small locally organised meeting to observe the Naxalbari Day. Comrades
Subodh Mitra, Aloke Mukherjee, Nathuram Biswas, Khudan Mullick and Kabiraj Ray spoke. Com.
Santi Munda presided over the meeting. Comrades Krishna Basu and Basu Acharya also participated.
     The programme on May 25 started with the leaders of the organisations going together to the
Martyrs column at Prasadu jote at Naxalbari. They paid respects to the nine peasant women, one
peasant and a child killed by the police and para-military forces on May 25, 1967 while they were
moving in a procession on the road. On behalf of the CPI (ML) comrades Subodh Mitra and Nathuram
Biswas paid homage to the martyrs.
      Just 12 noon, a colourfull rally started with the banner of the Committee for Observation of
Naxalbari Struggle at the front and 50 huge Red Flags signifying the 50 years. It started from
Siliguri junction and went up to Siliguri indoor stadium where the mass meeting was to be held.
      The meeting started with electing a presidium consisting of comrades Purnendu bikas Mukherjee,
Aparna sarin, Jharna De, Ratan Mukherjee and Nathuram Biswas. The meeting began with a song
by Meghanath and Ambica. One minute silence was observed in memory of the martyrs. The
presidium called the leaders and organisers of Naxalbari struggle who are still living. Of them,
com. Khokan Mazumdar was in hospital and Com. Mujibar rahman aged 95 years could not attend
the meeting because he is sick Comrades Khudan Mullick, Santi Munda Suniti Viswakarmarkar,
Kumar Kishan and Nam Kishan were present and were honoured.
     Com. Sushanta Jha of CPI(ML) New Democracy spoke about the background of the Naxalbari
movement and its present relevance. Com. Somanath Chatterjee of COC, CPI (ML) called upon the
people to stand by the people of Chhattisgarh.
      Com. Aloke Mukherjee of CPI (ML) told that the year 2017 was significant year. It was 50 years
of Naxalbari struggle, 100 years the great October socialist revolution in soviet Union and also the
150 years of publication of first volume of “Das Capital” by Karl Marx. Naxalbari struggle had its
significance both in theoretical and practical as well as ideological field. Today attacks are coming
upon challenging the Naxalbari path by propagating the idea that agricultural mode production has
changed. So, there is no more need of anti-feudal struggles, no more need to protracted peoples war.
We should refute this propaganda both at ideological and practical arena.
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     Com. Pradeep of CPI (ML) ND also spoke about the significance of  the year reminding the
100th year of com TN, that of Com. D.V.Rao and that of com. CM. He also said that whatever
changes have taken place in the countryside they did not mean a qualitative change in our strategy.
    Com. Subodh Mitra of CPI (ML) spoke that the significance and relevance of Naxalbari struggle
had been as living as it was in 1967.  Those who swore by Naxalbari and kept the Party divided
were actually turning themselves irrelevant. This situation has to be changed, he said.

Prof. Pranab Nayak, com. Sukhendu Sarkar and others addressed the meeting.
The meeting passed a resolution strongly condemning the aggressive policy taken by the central

government after the conclave of central home minister Rajnath Singh and home ministers of 10
states. The so-called policy of SAMADHAN itself speaks about the repression that is going to be
unleashed.
    Com. Purnendu bikash spoke on behalf of the presidium. The meeting also witnessed the
performance of tribal dances and revolutionary songs.

Rally and Cultural performance commemorating 50 years of Naxalbari
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