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Review:
GORKY’S MOTHER (MAA) CAME ALIVE ON STAGE

Mother, an oppressed, religious, law abiding women from the working class like any other
women, wanted to free herself from the merciless beatings, scolding and insults heaped on her by
her drunkard husband. She hoped her young, innocent and hot blooded son does not divert into
filthy and stinking lanes of the society and die like an insect in the dung heap, but grow into a
humble, civilised citizen who burns his energies to run the factory to earn extra roubles and takes a
better care of his old mother and family.

The crucial question before the Russian Communists at the time was how to prepare the people
for revolution; how to raise their consciousness from lowest level to highest level; from the
consciousness of private property to the level of overthrowing the old society based on private
property and winning a new, classless Communist society.

In Gorky’s navel Mother, Nilovna begins with lowest level of consciousness and reaches at the
end of the navel highest level. She picks up the blood soaked shirt of her dear son Pavel, raises it
aloft as the Red Flag, the Flag of continuing revolution. She declares from the top of her voice
“Long Live Red Flag; Long Live Lenin”, “they cannot kill my resurrected soul any more. Ocean of
blood can’t remove the truth.” Here much to the nightmare of exploiting classes, much to the
overflowing joy and enthusiasm of Working class and other toiling people and as a clear pointer to
the dawn of new and bright future, mother of a youth, a Communist has transformed and resurrected
herself into a mother of vast million of working class and other toiling people who were in the thick
of life and death revolutionary battle for a new society and a comrade dedicated to the cause of
revolution. Mother and son have united on a new basis, re-established their relationship under the
Red Flag as comrades to fight for the cause of revolution. Here Gorky has done a yeomen service to
the Russian as well as the world proletarian revolution.

For Communists who are in the thick of organising the people for revolution in various Countries
of the World, Mother is not just a source of inspiration. It is a guide to know how the Communists
must carry on a patient, sustained and dedicated work among the backward, less conscious masses
of people and even among the people loaded with many wrong and divertionist ideas and cultural
influences, strive to develop the consciousness to higher level, how to overcome the hurdles in the
way and how to unite the working and toiling people, including their families against the enemy
classes in the course of struggle and education under the Red Flag. All those who are weak in their
convictions in the philosophy of Marxism, in their realisation that the people are the real heroes and
makers of history and those who are impetuous, believe in short cuts and individual heroism are
bound to sink in the mire of reformism or left adventurism and fail in leading the revolution.

Every Communist, everyone who take inspiration
from 1917 October Socialist Revolution and
everyone who is in touch with progressive literature
is aware of the celebrated Maxim Gorky’s Navel
MOTHER. Mother is a product as well as mirror of
Russian Revolution. Both are inseparable.
The Russian revolution, from its infancy to grown up
age, is a course of development of people’s
consciousness from a lower level to higher level under
the brilliant leadership of Lenin. Likewise, Gorky’s
Mother has depicted through its characters the
development of people’s consciousness in a lively,
realistic manner and as a process.
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Gorky’s Mother came alive in Sidharta Auditorium in Vijayawada (AP) on October 7, 2017 in
the form of a drama enacted by the SOUVIK SANSKITIK CHAKRA. A Team of Artistes from
Bengal led by Com. Goutam Mukhopadhyaya enacted the drama marvellously. Every artist has
quite naturally and fully sunk into the character. 70 years old Goutam Mukhopadhyaya has portrayed
the role of Nilovna  - the central character Mother – superbly. In one work, Gorky’s Mother – MAA
– came alive on the stage.

The JANASAHITI, AP and ALL INDIA PEOPLE’s LITERARY FORUM have sponsored and
organised this programme.

The big Auditorium was fully packed. The drama, in the main, was in Bengali with a mixture of
dialogues and songs in Hindi. The audience are mainly Telugu people. Yet, the language was not at
all a barrier. The audience is mostly composed of Communist and progressive backgrounds. A
Good number of them have had long association with the peoples’ literary and cultural movement
in one form or other. Almost all of them were well acquainted with the theme of Mother. All this has
provided the drama – MAA- a most favourable atmosphere. The audience had connected and involved
itself quite well with the drama. They spontaneously, enthusiastically and emotionally responded to
the feelings, emotions and the scenes and crucial turns with roaring clappings and applauses. The
audience has fully and whole heartedly owned the theme as well as the presentation of MAA. For a
while, the drama has taken the audience from their routine life, problems, distractions, reactionary
and demoralising atmospheres into the atmosphere of class struggle, revolution, sacrifice, dedication,
defiance to the naked dance of the autocracy, into the light of Red Flag, Lenin and Russian revolution.

The political context of enacting the drama has its own significance.
The victory of October Socialist Revolution now completes 100 years. The Communists in the

world as well as India, no doubt, had suffered serious setbacks and losses. They are struggling to
overcome them. On the opposite side, the imperialists and the exploiting ruling classes are passing
through an unprecedented crisis with no respite. They are very much dreaded by the fear of their
own policies boomeranging against them. They are dreaded by the possibility of present anger,
protest and resistance of people becoming strong and irrepressible in the days to come. So they are
leaving no weapon, method and trick unused against the people. They are dead set to deprive the
people from the Communist leadership because they had seen and experienced what miracles the
Communist Party, well entrenched and marching at the head of millions of working and toiling
people can do. The intensifying attacks on the Communist Ideology, the Communists, the fruits and
memories of Great Revolutions, progressive ideas and forces are only a part of it. The enactment of
Gorky’s Mother, MAA at this hour is definitely a timely and fitting reply to them. It is an open, loud
and emphatic declaration that the Communist Ideology, Communist Movement and Red Flag have
not died, cannot be wiped out and would not die. The Communist, progressive and democratic
forces at this moment of history may be weak, small, disorganised and disunited; some weaklings
might have dropped, deserted or embraced one or other reactionary ideologies. But the Communists
are strong enough in their philosophical foundations; they are firm and unwavering in their aims of
revolutions; They are determined to take the enemy by its horns and fight to the end. Historically as
well as objectively, the bourgeois ideology and the exploiting ruling classes have miserably failed
and lost the potential either to sustain or lead the society forward. They cannot stop its collapse. The
Message of Mother – MAA – ,therefore, is quite timely and it will continue to illuminate the path of
millions and crores of working class, oppressed and toiling people.

The Souvik Sanskritik Chakra is in the cultural work for more than three decades. Its founders
are committed to Communist Ideology. They are for fundamental changes in the society going to
the extent of establishing a classless Communist society. They believe that the revolution is possible
only when the revolutionary potential of exploited and oppressed millions is brought into full play
under the leadership of Working Class. A Communist Party like the Bolshevik Party built and led
by Lenin and Stalin in Russia alone can perform this task. They chose art form, the enactment of
Gorky’s MAA drama as a best vehicle to take this Message to the people. The founding organisers
of Souvik Sanskritik Chakra are continuing their Mission tirelessly and relentlessly adding new and
young blood as and when needed. Starting with its first show of MAA on Bengali stage in 1978
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(significantly, on the birth day of Stalin) the chakra had enacted the drama more than 1000 times in
the last 30 years. This is really commendable.

It must have been swimming against the tide for it. The CPI and CPIM had nothing to inspire the
forces like Chakra in 1978 as they were neck deep in parliamentarism. The CR Movement in 1967
came to the fore with a promise and hope to give a revolutionary turn to the politics and movements.
But, in no time, the left-adventurist politics and practices came to dominate the scene. The setbacks,
losses and divisions ruled to the roost. Not only the parties of the exploiting classes, but also the
parliamentary left found competing in the attempts to corrupt the intellectuals, writers artistes, etc
with allurements and turn them into defenders, propagandists and tools in the service of present
system. The onslaught of reaction and reformism – each in their own way-had swallowed a good
number of stalwarts, committed organisations. The organisers of Souvik Sanskritik Chakra, perhaps,
must have found themselves encircled by the muddy waters of commercialisation. Perhaps, their
convictions in the philosophy of Marxism Leninism, their confidence in the working class, and
other oppressed and toiling people must have given them the strength and oxygen to defy the adverse
currents and persist in their Mission. This has reflected in their zeal, emotions, feelings and the
depiction of characters and scenes in the drama MAA.

We wish them all success. This work in the sphere of art and culture is an essential part and it
greatly contributes to the advance and success of social revolution in our Country. Our hearty and
fraternal support and solidarity always remain with them. We are confident that future is on our
side; the forces which are determined to bury the old and dying social system and fight for a new
and future society.

****


