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    Global military spending reached a record of $1.7 trillion in 2017, an increase of 1.1 per cent

than the previous year, according to a report released by Stockholm International Peace and

Research Institute (SIPRI). The US imperialism is the top military spender with $610 billion and

the Trump administration plans to escalate it to $700 billion. Together 29 NATO countries accounts

for more than half of the world’s military spending. India is the fifth largest military spender with

$60.3 billion outlay, an increase of 5.5 per cent over 2016.

    It is difficult to comprehend these astronomical figures for the common man. The SIPRI report

itself gives some idea of scale of squandering of resources for the destructive ends: Just 13 per

cent of annual world military sending would be enough to end world poverty and hunger, 4 per

cent would guarantee food security for the world’s population; 5 per cent would meet health

needs; 12 per cent would provide every one with education; 3 per cent provide clean water and

proper sanitation. Over all, just a third of the military spending is enough ro meet the basic needs

of entire population of world.

     The global arms sales is monopolized by few countries and their monopoly capitalists. US,
Russia, Germany, France and China accounts for 74 per cent of the global arms exports and
sales. US corporations like Lockheed Martin and BAE Systems making up whopping 57 per cent

in the SIPRI’s top 100 arms producing and service providing companies.
    Saudi Arabia, the US stooge in the Middle East, emerged as the top arms importer moving
from 11th position among largest arms importers. It is using these weapons to devastate Yemen

and supplying them to US backed terrorists in the Middle East and North Africa.
    Military spending in the Central Europe and Eastern Europe rose by 20 per cent in the last
decade. Asia and Oceania have seen increased military spending for 27 years continuously.

     After the dissolution of USSR, the apologists of capitalism proclaimed the “end of history”,
which dawns a liberal democracy, peace and prosperity. But the reality is otherwise. Since then,
for the last 25 years, the US imperialism has been at war continuously, beginning with the invasion
of Iraq in 1991, followed by military intervention in Haiti, Sudan, Afghanistan and Iraq and air
strikes on Yugoslavia. The new millennium saw launching of “war on terror” and occupation of
Afghanistan in 2001 followed by the invasion of Iraq in 2003, war on Libya in 2011 and then raking
up civil war in Syria in 2012.

    The astronomical levels of military spending has been accompanied by ever greater

concentrations of wealth in the hands of few corporate and attacks on living standards of working

people and on their democratic rights.

    The root cause of this war and poverty is the obsolete and crisis-ridden imperialist system,

which ought to be destroyed and build socialist society.
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