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Popular Protests in Iraq

For nearly a decade and half long occupation of Iraq, the US imperialism destroyed the
economy, polity and social milieu of the Iraqi society. The second largest producer of oil
among the OPEC members is now in shambles. 23 per cent of its population lives below the
official poverty line and the unemploy-ment rate among youth is more than 25 per cent.
      The US imperialism installed a puppet government to cover up its aggression on Iraq.
Though a constitution was adopted and elections were held in 2005, 2010, 2014 and 2018,
the US imperialism never allowed the Iraqi politicians to grow out of the sectarian interests
such as Shea, Sunni, Kurd and tribal. As a result no political formation had come up that
could rally all sections of people. This political vacuum became breeding ground for religious
fundamentalist to sprout which is being channeled by the US imperialism into terrorist
organiosations. Thus the present government also formed last year with the support of the
largest block in the parliament comprising Sadarist Integrity Party and Iraqi Communist
Party. This block is called Sairoon Alliance meaning Alliance for Reforms.

The pent up resentment and anger among youth had led to protests in the first wek of
October this year. The protestors focused on the problems of unemployment, poor delivery
of services and corruption and stayed above the sectarian divide.

The Prime Minister Mahdi announced several policy changes in response to these protests.
His initiatives included: pensions for all families without an income, distribution of house
sites to the poor, loans to the youth and 50 per cent reservation for local youth in all future
contracts.

The internal inquiry committee appointed after the allegations of massive repression by
the police during the protests has confirmed that 149 people were killed. This led the
government to sack most of the officers responsible.

However the protestors are not convinced with these palliative measures. They want a
complete overhaul of the political system. Thus another round of protests erupted in Iraq.

On October 24, thousands of Iraqis, mostly young men and women, took to the streets
in Baghdad and other cities demanding the overhaul of the political system of the country.
Next day students from several colleges and universities joined the protests. Om October
28, the protestors planned a sir-in at Tahir square and blocked the bridge to the Green Zone,
the political centre of the city. The security forces have used heavy force to disperse the
people. Almost 74 people have died during these protests.
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