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By Nikos Mottas

 The Berlin Wall

   Exposing the lies of imperialism

It was 30 years ago, on 9 November 1989, when the destruction of the Berlin Wall began,
marking the overthrow of the socialist power in the German Democratic Republic and the restoration
of capitalism. Since then, the 9th of November consists a milestone for imperialists who organize
various fiestas about the “fall of the wall” and the “reunification of Germany”. The 30th anniversary
of the Berlin Wall fall coincides with the intensification of the European Union’s anti-communist
campaign which includes the hideous and unhistorical equation of communism with Nazism. Last
September, the EU Parliament adopted an utterly despicable resolution, full of anti-communist
slanders, that violently distorts history. For more than 29 years, within the framework of the anti-
communist propaganda, the bourgeois historiography and media have been engaged in a war of
distortions regarding the history of the Berlin Wall. They deliberately vilify the German Democratic
Republic (DDR) and the achievements of the socialist construction while they attempt to manipulate
public opinion and especially younger generations. However, the reality is different from the version
that the imperialists and their stooges serve to the people. They claim that the Berlin Wall was
erected in order to stop the- supposedly- increasing fleeing of East Germans to the capitalist Federal
Republic of Germany. This is a classic false argument of the bourgeois propaganda. The creation of
the Wall was actually imposed by the imperialist interventionism and the continuous attempts- by
West Germany and their imperialist allies- to undermine and sabotage the socialist construction in
the GDR.
      If we want to answer the question “why the Berlin Wall was built”, we must go far before 1961
(the year of the wall’s construction), during the period which following the end of WWII. The post-
war future of Germany was determined by the decisions of the so-called Potsdam Conference (July-
August 1945) between the Soviet Union, the United States and Great Britain. The conference’s
purpose was to create the conditions for a single, demilitarized, de-Nazified, democratically organised
German state. Until the implementation of the agreement, the country was under the administration
of the armed forces of the three countries in two major parts- the western part under the administration
of the alliance between U.S- Britain-France and the eastern one under the Soviet administration.
The imperialist aspirations of the western allies against the USSR stood as an obstacle to the
implementation of the Potsdam Conference’s agreement. Here are some major points: a) In the
sector in which the western allies had the administration (West Germany), a number of the measures
agreed in Potsdam were not implemented (e.g. complete dissolution of the Nazi forces, total
demolition of the Third Reich’s remains in the state, arrest and imprisonment of all Nazi criminals,
prevention of any Nazi-affiliated activity). It is clear that a part of Hitler’s state apparatus was
useful for the imperialists in their attempt to provoke the Soviet Union and the socialist camp. b)
The division of Berlin into “western” and “eastern” was a result of the disruptive political initiatives
taken by the Social Democrats and Christian Democrats of West Germany. These political powers-
having the support of the “allies”- created a separate state in 1948, introduced a new currency and
abandoned the Berlin town Hall, thus chose to settle their “Municipality of West Berlin” in
Schφneberg district. In fact, the forces of imperialism created their own state (West Berlin) in the
heart of the- controlled by the USSR- East Germany (Geographically, Berlin belonged entirely to
the eastern part of the country). c) After the foundation of the capitalist Federal Republic of Germany
(1949) there was an intensive and methodical effort to undermine the eastern part. West Berlin was
for years the advanced outpost of the imperialist aggression against the Soviet Union. This aggression
was expressed in many ways, including psychological warfare against the East Germans, as well as
multiple sabotages against East Berlin’s public infrastructure. During the same period, when the
socialist construction in the German Democratic Republic was underway, the NATO forces, having
the West German state as their base, were investing in provocations and threats against GDR. We
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must remind that West Germany became a NATO member in the middle of 1950s, the United States
began the installation of modern weapons systems while the government of West Berlin was armed
to the teeth demonstrating its military force (notice: all these were taking place against the 1945
agreements). It seems that the above consist negligible “details” for the “champions” of the anti-
communist propaganda. On the eve of the 13th August 1961, following a decision by the Parliament
of the German Democratic Republic the borders closed. This act was in fact a measure of defense
against the offensive policy of West Germany and an effort to ensure the security of the socialist
German Democratic Republic. The construction of the Berlin Wall came as a result of the escalating
imperialist aggression. The major target of this aggression was Socialism; the socialist construction
in the Soviet Union and in Eastern Europe, including of course the German Democratic Republic.
It is characteristic that the imperialist propaganda gave West Berlin the name “showcase of the free
world”, as opposed to the supposedly “oppressive and repressive regime” of the German Democratic
Republic. The “showcase of the free world”- West Berlin- was the source of multiple organised
illegal activities against the German Democratic Republic; from ideological war to sabotages, the
counter-revolution never stopped to undermine the socialist construction in East Germany.

The bourgeois historiography also hides what followed the Berlin Wall’s destruction in 1989.
Behind the hypocritical celebrations of the imperialists about the supposed “victory of Democracy,
victory of the free world, etc”, the fall of the Berlin Wall was the beginning of an unprecedented
“loot” of GDR’s public property: numerous privati-zations, armies of millions of unemployed
Germans, privati-zation of public hospitals, extended corruption between West German political
parties and German multinational corporations etc. A research by “Die Zeit” newspaper, which
covers the period between 1991 and 2017, provides some valuable information regarding the situation
after Germany’s re-unification. Nearly a quarter (1/4) of the population of the former DDR (East
Germany) moved to the West. Within a year, in 1989-90, approximately 800,000 people left East
Germany as a result of the rapid rise of unemployment. It is estimated that at least 4 million job
positions were lost by 1992. According to sociologist Paul Windolf, up to 80% of working East
Germans lost their jobs in the five years following the fall of the Berlin Wall. Today, 30 years since
the demolition of the Wall, is quite clear who actually benefited from the victory of the
counterrevolution in East Germany. Those who were benefited were certainly the monopoly groups
and the capitalists and definitely not the working class of the country. The bourgeois “fanfare”
about the “reunification of Germany” cannot hide the barbarity of capitalist exploitation. In 2010,
approximately 7.3 million working Germans (1/5 of the working population) had a monthly wage
of 400 euros. It is characteristic that between 2004 and 2011, the actual average salary has been
decreased by 2.9%, while 14% of the German pensioners live on the poverty line. On the same
time, since the mid-1990s, the income of the 5,000 richest German households has increased by
50%!

But Thirty years later, the barbarity of capitalism builds new walls in every corner of Europe.
In Munich, a new wall- higher than the Berlin Wall- is being erected, in order to... protect locals
from refugees! From Hungary to the United States, the bourgeois governments build walls against
immigrants and refugees. Imperialist wars and racism go hand by hand in a system which generates
poverty, unemployment, destruction and misery to the people. Today, three decades since the
demolition of the Berlin Wall, the actual threat for humanity are the “walls” of capitalist exploi-
tation and imperialist barbarity. It is in the hands of the people, of the working masses in every
corner of the world to demolish the capitalist wall of exploitation and to engrave their own way
towards a better future, towards Socialism-Commu-nism. History did not end in 1989 - the imperialists
are aware of that.
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