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Report from Jharkhand

CAA, NRC & NPR is another steps towards Fascist Rule

Eminent Speakers extol in the seminar
Today, hundreds of citizens came together at a seminar organised by Jharkhand Nagrik Prayas

at Social Development Centre, Ranchi to discuss the growing attacks on citizens’ rights and

constitutional values. In particular, the discussions focussed on the recent Consti-tutional Amendment

Act (CAA), the National Register of Citizens (NRC), the National Population Register (NPR) and the

reading down of article 370. The seminar was addressed by Jean Drèze, Shashikant Senthil and

Teesta Setalvad amongst others.

In first session Shambhu Mahato given the information about the present situation of economicl,

political and social situations of our country and also give details of seminar. The first session was

chaired by Kumar Barun, and Fr Solomen co-ordinated the proceedings. Bharat Bhushan Chaudhary

initiated the discussion of first session with the explanation of present political scenario.

The first speaker was Jean Drèze, a visiting professor at Ranchi University. He explained that

theNRC is like a citizenship examination. The first step in the exam is the NPR exercise, which is very

different from an ordinary population census. The main purpose of the decennial census is to collect

data for statistical purpose and not for identifying individuals. But for NPR, people will have to also

give details such as the their Aadhaar number, which would strengthen the state’s capabilities of

surveillance. He compared the NRC to a pellet gun – used mercilessly by security forces in Kashmir.

It is directed at a specific target (community) but it will affect others too. Referring to the time and

resources spent by the people and government in getting Aadhaar made and linked with entitlements,

he added that if NRC happens in Jharkhand, no development work will happen for the next five

years.

The next speaker was Teesta Setalvad, a well-known and courageous human rights worker who

has worked tirelessly to provide support to victims of communal violence in Gujarat and other

marginalized groups in the country. She talked about the horrors faced by residents of Assam in

order to prove their citizenship under the NRC exercise conducted in the state. She informed the

participants that of the 3.20 crore population of Assam, 19 lakh people were excluded from the NPR.

As per official estimates, the government spent Rs 1220 crores and utilized 52,000to carry out the

NPR in Assam. Apart from these public resources, residents of the Assam spent Rs 22,400 crores

from their own pockets. The entire process has exacerbated the economic and mental hardships of

lakhs of people in Assam. At least a hundred deaths in the state are associated with the NRC exercise;

people committed suicide due to distress, died  due to a heart attack, or languished in detention

centres. Regarding the CAA, NRC and NPR, she clearly said that the policy is “wrong intension,

wrong rationale and wrong method”. She said that the Constituent Assembly had debated for months

on the basic structure of the Constitution and had clearly rejected religious nationalism as the basis

of this country. CAA is unconstitutional as it makes religion the basis of citizenship. The government

is lying through its teeth to propagate an unconstitutional and divisive agenda. While CAA is

unconstitutional, NRC and NPR opens ways for harassing people of specific communities.

Teesta Setalvad was followed by Shashikant Senthil, who quit the Indian Administrative Services

in September, in protest against the growing attacks on democratic values, also spoke on CAA. He

said it was unethical to continue as a civil servant in the government. He said that CAA-NRC-NPR is

another step towards fascism. It is being used to target Muslims and present them as the group

responsible for all the issues. He further clearly said that the current central government was trying

to divert attention from basic issues. Comparing to the anti-poor demonetisation, he called the CAA-

NRC policy as “decitizenisation”.

All the speakers called the CAA as unconstitutional and called for people to exercise their

democratic right to protest peacefully against CAA, NRC and NPR.

Senthil called on everyone to not give information for NPR and stand in solidarity with millions of

those who may not have docu-ments to show to the government.

The second session of the seminar discussed the Modi government’s actions in Kashmir. This

session’s chair person was Shambhu Mahato. Jean Drèze who was one of the first activists to visit

Kashmir after the reading down of article 370 and abrogation of 35A shared his observations.

A resolution was passed at the end of the seminar. The resolution called for
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1) Repealing CAA and not implementing NRC and NPR as they are unconstitutional and against

the spirit of India;

2) Demanding that Jharkhand government pass a resolution against CAA and announce non-

implementation of NRC and NPR in the state;

3) Refusing to give any information during NPR-NRC process to prove citizenship;

4) demanding that central government immediately remove all restrictions on Constitutional rights

of people and on modes of communication, release all political prisoners, make Jammu and Kashmir

a full state again and conduct state elections;

5) And pass a resolution against the UP Govt’s criminal acts against the minority & progressive

& democratic persons with a demand to take action on the criminal acts of police and CM of UP.

The seminar was also addressed by others such as Aloka Kujur, Bharat Bhushan Choudhary,

Kumar Varun, Praveer Peter, Shambhu Mahto and Ziauddin.

***


