
cs-jun-2021-clippings 

 
 
   

 

   
Yaas devastate the Sunderbans 

 For people in the ecologically fragile Sunderbans, life revolves around 
battling high tides daily and cyclones regularly. But every cyclone throws up 
new challenges to the Sunderbans and its inhabitants — something the people 
had not imagined, and policy makers are not prepared for. 
 Over just the past three years, the Sunderbans, which is home to close to 
five million people, has been battered by four tropical cyclones — Fani (May 
2019), Bulbul (November 2019), Amphan (May 2020) and Yaas (May 2021). On 
each occasion, the region has suffered damage because of gale winds and 
breached embankments, leading to ingress of sea water. 
 The intensity of the gale winds has ranged from 100 kmph to 150 kmph 
during each of the cyclones. 
Experts say the solution to the perennial problem lies in long-term planning, 
adopting strategies that will minimise the impact of climate change, and 
disaster management suited to the region. 
 While the India Meteorological Department had predicted a storm surge of 
2 m above the astro-nomical tide level, water in the river and bay swelled due 
to full moon tide. As a result, on May 26 morning as Cyclone Yaas made landfall, 
large areas were inundated. 
Under water 
 Three days after the cyclone, several areas of Sunderbans remain 
inundated, forcing people to huddle in cyclone shelters or spend days on 
embankments. 
 “The entire island with a population of 3,500 people is flooded.” 
 Ghoramara is one of the islands that has been sinking due to rising sea 
levels, where a few dozen houses and acres of land go under water every year. 
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 Even so, the residents were not prepared to see the entire island under 
water. Ms. Sajera Bibi said the devastation caused by Yaas has been the most 
severe, something she has not seen in the past 40 years. 
 “Our relatives in Sagar are telling us to leave this place and move there. But 
how can we go when water is all around,” she asked. 
 Sagar Island, the biggest island of the Sundarbans chain and site of the 
famous Gangasagar Mela during Makar Sankranti, has also suffered damage. 
Engineering shortfall 
 During the administrative review meetings carried out to assess the impact 
of the cyclone, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee stressed on a permanent 
solution for the Sunderbans and lowlying coastal areas. “We repair the 
embankments every year and then a cyclone comes, and we have to repair it 
again. It is likely putting money in the water,” she said. 
 “Sunderbans has embankments of 3,250 km, and we have to look beyond 
engineering solutions,” says Tuhin Ghosh, director of School of Oceanographic 
Studies, Jadavpur University. Prof. Ghosh points out that estimates suggest that 
embankments have been breached at 70 to 75 gram panchayats. 
 Weeks after cyclone Amphan in 2020, Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee had 
written to NITI Aayog vice-chairman Rajiv Kumar calling for a systematic review 
of the multiple challenges faced by the Sunderbans and for the preparation of 
a master plan for the socioeconomic development of the region. 
 There has been no follow up on the matter, experts say, and lack of scientific 
information in dealing with a complex estuarine delta which has become a hot 
spot of climate change is emerging as a challenge for the policy makers. Life 
for those residing in the region has become a daily struggle. 

 

Unrest in Laksha Dweep 
(The Union Teritory) 

 Life in the UT was peaceful and at a languid pace, free of COVID-19 for 
nearly a year, thanks to a quarantine stipulation for inbound travellers in Kochi 
when in December 2020, a new administrator, a former BJP leader named 
Praful Khoda Patel, set foot on Kavaratti following the demise of the incumbent. 
In one stroke, he reversed its success against COVID-19 — the UT has seen over 
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7,000 cases since — and proposed a slew of draft pieces of legislation ranging 
from a beef ban, a law to cut back the powers of elected representatives of 
panchayats, an arbitrary Goonda Act regardless of the low rate of crimes in the 
UT and a law for the creation of a land development authority with sweeping 
powers for eviction. 
 The UT is in the throes of an unprecedented agitation now with appeals for 
the repeal of these proposals and recall of the administrator resonating across 
the country. “It’s a life and death situation for us,” says an islander. 

- Excerpt from Hindu, 30-05-2021. 

 

Covid Effects on TamilNadu Workers 
 Tamil Nadu reported 486 COVID-19 deaths on May 28, the highest so far, 
pushing the state’s death toll to 22,775. Daily active cases are high even as fresh 
cases dropped after touching 36,184 on May 21. The state continues to report 
the highest number of fresh cases in the country. 
HYUNDAI BOWS UNDER PRESSURE 
 Workers of Hyundai went on strike on May 24 stating that the administration 
of the South Korean multinational automobile manufacturer was forcing them 
to work everyday without following pandemic protocols, even as the COVID-19 
cases were soaring. 
 The Hyundai factory in Irungattukottai near Sriperumbudur employs more 
than 16,000 workers. A total of 750 reported COVID-19 positive during April and 
May, and seven of them have succumbed to the virus. 
 “The government has allowed only 50% employee capacity, but Hyundai 
was running with 100% capacity,” said Dinakaran of Hyundai Employees Motors 
Union. 
 “Buses were transporting workers from four different districts to one 
workplace, this was spreading the virus across districts,” he said. The districts 
are Chennai, Sriperumbudur, Chengalpet and Tiruvallur. 
  AS A LAST RESORT, RENAULT-NISSAN SHUTS FACTORY 
 The joint venture car manufacturing plant of French auto major Renault 
and Japan’s Nissan Motor Company in Oragadam, near Chennai, employs 
more than 10,000 workers. Around 5,700 of them are regular and 4,000 are 
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contract workers, and there are an additional 1,000 housekeepers, suppliers 
and staff. At any given time, around 5,000 workers are present in the factory. 
 Since last year about 850 employees have been infected by the virus and 
seven have died, as claimed by the employees. 
FORD CONTINUES TO OPERATE PLANT 
 Around 250 employees of the American multinational automaker Ford 
factory in Singaperumalkoil in Chengalpet district have been infected by 
COVID-19, and two have succumbed to the virus. The plant employs around 
6,000 workers – 2,750 regular and 600 trainees, others are staff, logistics and 
housekeeping employees. 
 The Chennai Ford Employees Union’s statement, released on May 26, has 
demanded the management to shut the plant during the lockdown and 
provide leave with full pay. 
 On May 27, the workers also held a lunch boycott reiterating their demands 
and paid respectsto fellow workers who have died due to the virus. 
JK TYRES DOES NOT BUDGE AN INCH 
 The Indian tyre manufacturer, JK Tyres factory in Sriperumbudur, near 
Chennai employs more than 2,500 workers, and one shift houses 700 of them. 
 Talking about this, Karthi, general secretary of the CITU-affiliated JK Tyres 
Workers’ Union, told NewsClick, “Around 300 workers have left for their natives 
fearing the pandemic. Those not coming to work during the pandemic are 
given only 50% salary. Even treatment expenditure is not borne by the factory. 
Besides providing masks, nothing else is done.” 
 “Only half of the employees are permanent, and they are eligible for the Rs 
50,000 medical insurance,” he added. 
 Over the past four days, workers have been on strike and union leaders are 
negotiating with the management. “The management is not budging, they are 
saying ‘come to work, we will see’,” said Karthi. 

 

Israel War Crimes 
 Israel’s recent deadly air strikes on Gaza may constitute war crimes, the UN 
rights chief said on Thursday, as countries discussed launching a broad, 
international investigation. 
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 Addressing a special session of the United Nations Human Rights Council, 
Michelle Bachelet voiced deep concern about the “high level of civilian fatalities 
and injuries” from the attacks on Gaza.... 
OIC calls for inquiry 
 At the rights council, countries were debating a proposal to set up a broad, 
international investigation into violations surrounding the latest violence, but 
also into “systematic” abuses in the Palestinian territories and inside Israel. 
 The proposal calls for an unprecedented level of scrutiny on abuses and 
their “root causes” in the decades-long West Asia conflict. 
 The draft resolution presented by the Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) calls for the council to “urgently establish an ongoing independent, 
international commission of inquiry... in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem and in Israel”. 

- The Hindu  

 

 

 


