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  At present we are in the midst of an upsurge of the socialist revolution 
and socialist construction. A decisive victory has been won in the socialist 
transformation of our country’s agriculture, handicrafts and capitalist 
industry and commerce. Important achievements have also been attained 
in our socialist industrialisation. All this has led to basic changes in the 
relations of production in the cities and the countryside and in the political 
situation of our country. These are the results of active efforts made, in the 
past six years, in all fronts by the people of all nationalities throughout our 
country. These results are also inseparable from the role played by the 
people’s democratic united front headed by the Communist Party. 
 Our country’s people’s democratic front has played its part in rousing 
and rallying together the people of the whole country to fulfil the tasks of the 
country’s transition period and struggle against enemies within and without 
the country. It would be hard to imagine achievements as quick and great 
as those we attained today in the work of socialist transformation, especially 
the transformation of capitalist industry and commerce, without a correct 
united front policy and in the main correct implementation of this policy 
which has united and mobilised all active forces and overcome passive 
factors. 
 In the past six years or so, following on the changes in the class 
relationships within the country, and especially the basic changes in urban 
and rural relations of production after the coming of the upsurge in the 
socialist revolution, basic changes have likewise occurred in the political 
physiognomy of the people’s democratic united front and in its international 
relations. Firstly, the foundation of the people’s democratic dictatorship—the 
worker-peasant alliance —has advanced to a new basis, that is, the socialist 
basis and it is now an unbreakable alliance. Secondly, basic changes have 
occurred in the makeup of intellectuals. The overwhelming majority become 
a part of the working class as far as social status is concerned and they are 
also going over day by day to a working class political position. Thirdly, a 
great majority of capitalists and their agents are beginning to become 
public service personnel of joint state-private enterprises and in some cases 
state-owned enterprises. Their relations with workers and staff members are 
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changing from the labour-capital antagonism of the capitalist system to 
working together under the socialist system. Fourthly, our national minorities, 
in their various different circumstances, are all making progress. The 
majority of these national minorities have, one after another, taken the road 
of transition to socialism. Fifthly, the various democratic parties have 
accepted socialism and adopted political lines in the service of socialism. 
These changes reflect the expansion and strengthening of socialist 
unanimity, both political and ideological, among our whole people’s 
democratic united front. These changes have, moreover, created 
favourable conditions for the continued consolidation and expansion of the 
people’s democratic united front. 
 Class contradictions and class struggle still exist within the people’s 
democratic united front. This is first of all because socialist transformation 
has not yet been completed, the capitalist system has not yet been 
eliminated as a class. Furthermore, the various political and ideological 
differentiations and changes in the ranks of intellectuals, their self-
education and self-reform, are also a sort of reflection of class 
contradictions and class struggle. The class contradictions and class 
struggle within the people’s democratic united front will continue to make 
themselves manifest in the political, economic, cultural and ideological 
spheres. 
 At the same time, the overwhelming majority of intellectuals have 
already become government functionaries, and most bourgeois elements 
are beginning to become public service personnel in joint state-private and 
state enterprises: this means that henceforth class contradictions and class 
struggle will be reflected in an increasing degree in the work and academic 
research of government offices, schools and enterprises, and will be 
expressed in different positions, viewpoints and methods of observing and 
handling matters, different ways of thinking and styles of work. That is to say, 
the forms in which class contradictions and class struggle are expressed 
within the people’s democratic united front have likewise undergone certain 
changes following on the changes in class relations. 
 Inasmuch as class contradictions and class struggle still exist, it is 
necessary, according to the socialist objective and principles, to continue 
carrying out the policy of unity coupled with struggle inside the people’s 
democratic united front; struggle for the sake of unity, for strengthening 
socialist solidarity. On the other hand, since changes have occurred in the 
class relations in the forms in which class contradictions and class struggle 
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are expressed, the situation henceforth will be more favourable for using 
persuasion as the principal method in dealing with class contradictions and 
class struggle. This method of persuasion referred to here is the method of 
reasoning, of emulation, of criticism, self-criticism and encouragement 
coupled with criticism. 
 Since education through persuasion is the principal method in dealing 
with class contradictions and the class struggle, educating and studying 
thus become the central task of united front work. Education and study 
should be carried out mainly in two ways: learning from actual practice in 
work and vocational pursuits on the one hand, and from political and 
theoretical studies on the other hand. In coordination and in combination 
with learning in these two ways, arrangements must be made for adequate 
participation in social life through observation and personal experience. 
 So far as the intellectuals are concerned, the purpose of education and 
study is to help them to continue self-reform, so they can gradually adapt 
their ideology to their changed, and changing, social status. So far as the 
elements of the bourgeoisie are concerned, the purpose is to prepare them 
ideologically for the final transformation of the capitalist system of 
ownership and to gradually turn themselves into working people in the true 
sense of the word. 
 The capitalists and their representatives belong to the national 
bourgeoisie. Unlike the bureaucrat-capitalists, they have definite abilities 
and experience in operation and management, in technology and skill of 
production. Having passed through the education of the past few years, the 
capitalists and their representatives have in general become much more 
politically conscious, and there have emerged an increasingly large number 
of people who actively accept socialist transformation and also a 
progressive core of considerable number of people. The number of these 
active elements has tended to increase with the coming of the high tide of 
socialist transformation, and the core of the progressive elements is also 
expanding. 
 This means that the over-whelming majority of representatives of 
private interests have become an active factor in our country. After a 
necessary process of further education and reformation, they will become 
an important active factor playing a role in the cause of socialism in China. 
This provides the political foundation and favourable conditions in the 
establishment and development of relations of cooperation with the 
representatives of private interests in the enterprises. 
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 But, to consolidate this cooperation, we must frankly point out another 
facet of the matter.  The capitalists and their representatives had for a long 
time directly exploited and oppressed the workers and thereby left a legacy 
of class enmity among the mass of workers. Also, after the liberation, not a 
few of them once again staged an unscrupulous offensive against the 
working class with their “five evils” (bribing government workers, tax evasion, 
theft of state property, cheating on government contracts and stealing 
economic information for private speculation—Hsinhua). It is well known that 
because of these unscrupulous attacks, the working class, under the 
leadership of the Communist Party and the people’s government, carried 
out the historic struggle of Wu Fan (the movement against the five evils-
Hsinhua), which educated not only the mass of workers and government 
functionaries, but also the bourgeoisie was enabled to get a profound 
understanding of the danger of their “five evils” to the motherland and the 
people and of the necessity of accepting the leadership of the working class 
and embarking on the road of socialism. 
 It is precisely for this reason that it has become possible to adopt a more 
moderate form of socialist transformation today. Of course, after the Wu Fan 
movement, and even for a period after the enterprises became jointly-
operated, most of the capitalists and their representatives, have, in the 
management of the enterprises, not yet completely changed over from their 
capitalist traditions and habits of thinking and action. This inevitably 
introduces some negative factors into the enterprises which are 
disadvantageous to socialism. The foregoing facts are the difficulties and 
unfavourable conditions in the way of our establishing and developing 
relations of co-operation. 
 Democratic parties, people’s organisations, democratic personages in 
various circles and the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference 
have played their due role in the struggle to consolidate and expand the 
people’s democratic united front and are expected to play a bigger role in 
the future. I just want to express a few opinions on the work in regard to the 
democratic parties. Years of experience show that democratic parties play 
an important role not only in uniting and mobilising all positive forces but 
also in mutual supervision. The Central Committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party has put forward the policy that the Chinese Communist 
Party should coexist with democratic parties over a long period of time, and 
that there should be mutual supervision and first of all supervision over the 
Chinese Communist Party. 
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 This is a momentous policy. Its enunciation is equivalent to reiterating 
that democratic cooperation with the people outside the Communist Party 
is an “immutable” and “eternal” Party principle. Some say: “In the Communist 
Party there are those who do not take democratic parties seriously, while in 
the democratic parties themselves there are also those who do not take 
democratic parties seriously.” This is not, I believe, merely a matter of the 
viewpoint of certain people but is a reflection of a social phenomenon. We 
should publicise the policy of long-term coexistence and mutual 
supervision. This will help people clear up their doubts about the democratic 
parties’ political role and place in history and, at the same time, inspire 
members of democratic parties to still more activities beneficial to the 
people. When, on the one hand, people’s views and estimates are clarified 
and, on the other, more beneficial things have been done, there will be 
further changes in people’s impressions, and in all quarters the views of 
democratic parties will be still more highly valued and their work and 
activities will receive still greater support. 
 In the past few years, the various democratic parties and groups have 
achieved great progress and success. Following the coming of the high tide 
of socialist revolution, they have, one after another, convened congresses or 
central committee conferences to discuss and decide on their respective 
principles for organisation and work. The Central Committee of the Chinese 
Communist Party supports their principles. The organisations and members 
of the Chinese Communist Party concerned will continue to render their 
friendly support and assistance to the work of the various democratic 
parties and groups. 
 Here I would like to speak only on the various shortcomings and faults of 
certain Communist Party members. For instance in working relations they 
are not respecting the position and authority of non-Communist Party 
people (including the capitalists and their representatives) and not 
supporting non-Party: people in the carrying out of their functions and 
powers; brushing others aside and making arbitrary decisions, reluctance to 
consult non-Party people in doing things, intolerance of different opinions 
and opposing opinions, forcing their will on other people, to say nothing of 
not learning from the strong points of other people. 
 Comrades with such shortcomings and faults are still suffering from the 
style of work of sectarianism and a narrow closed-door outlook. They still do 
not understand what Chairman Mao Tse-tung pointed out to us, that “affairs 
of the state are the public concern of the whole people, not the private 
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business of a Party or a group. Hence Communists are in duty bound to 
cooperate in a democratic spirit with non-Party people and have no right to 
exclude them or to monopolise everything.” “Communists should cooperate 
in a democratic spirit with non-Party people and must not act in disregard 
of other people’s opinions and monopolise everything.” “Communists must 
listen open-mindedly to the opinions of people outside the Party and must 
give them an opportunity to have their say. If what they say is right we ought 
to welcome it and learn from it and, even if it is wrong, we should let them 
say their say and then patiently explain the matter to them. A Communist 
should never regard himself as infallible and arrogantly bully others, or think 
that he is good in everything and others good for nothing; he must never 
shut himself up in a tiny compartment and brag and boast as if he lorded it 
over all.” 
 Some comrades do not have enough respect for the rights of 
democratic parties and some of the people’s organisations. They still fail to 
understand that all democratic parties and people’s organisations are 
equal before the law. In political affairs, there is a tradition of mutual 
consultation, help and supervision between our different democratic parties 
and people’s organisations. We should keep carrying forward this tradition. 
In order to do so, we must have strict respect for the political freedom and 
independence of organisation enjoyed by the democratic parties and 
people’s organisations within the framework of the rights and obligations 
laid down by the Constitution. No Party or organisation has the right to 
interfere in this freedom and independence enjoyed by other parties or 
organisations. 
 Some comrades welcome progressive people but they do not quite 
welcome those who are not so progressive or who are backward; they even 
keep such people at a distance though they may respect them. They still do 
not understand our Party’s policy is that Party members must ardently carry 
out democratic cooperation with all non-Communist Party people, 
excepting of course counter-revolutionaries and other bad elements. In our 
united front work with the upper and middle strata, members of the 
Communist Party have even more reason together with the progressives to 
do more work among those who are still not so progressive and those who 
are backward. 
 Some of our comrades under estimate the progress made by non-Party 
people and in their relations with non-Party people they only give their 
attention to the points of difference but neglect what we have in common 
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and the fact that the points in common are gradually increasing. Therefore, 
they lack the eagerness to help each other and learn from each other 
according to socialist principles. In many cases where the non-Communist 
Party people should have been treated with equality, some comrades 
adopted a method of making distinctions. Some comrades fail to 
understand fully the necessity of cooperating with democratic parties and 
non-Party people and that this is a long-term work; therefore, they often 
waver in their united front work, especially at the height of revolutionary 
struggles of the masses. These comrades do not as yet understand the truth 
that only by liberating all mankind can the proletariat completely liberate 
itself. Nor do they understand what Chairman Mao Tse-tung has instructed: 
“This principle of the Communist Party for cooperation in a democratic spirit 
with non-Party people has been firmly laid down and will never change. So 
long as parties exist in society, people who join Party organisations are 
always fewer than those who do not, hence our Party members must always 
cooperate with non-Party people.” There are also some comrades who 
make no serious distinction between the enemy and ourselves and on the 
vital differences of principle. They do not make a sincere and honest attempt 
to distinguish between right and wrong, but instead, have, adopted a vulgar 
liberalistic attitude. 
 [Extracts from a report presented to the Chinese National People’s 
Congress by the Vice-Chairman of its Standing Committee and Head of the 
United Front Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China.] 
 


