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Homage & Red Salutes: 
 

  

 
 

    

  Father Stan Swamy was murdered in judicial custody. He was born and bred in 
Tirucharaapalli of Tamil Nadu. He was kept as an under trial prisoner by Maharashtra 
government in Taloja prison by implicating him in Bhima Koregaon case though he 

declared that he is least connected to it. On July 3rd 2021, when his repeated bail 
application came before the court he breathed his last.  

 

 Father Stan Swamy aged 84, suffered from several long term diseases in the 10 
months period of imprisonment. The incarceration made his health worse. The jail 
authorities did not supply a straw or a sipper which he requested as he is suffering from 
Parkinson’s disease.  He did not receive proper food suitable to his health. There was no 
medical help. He requested repeatedly for a bail so that he can get medical treatment 
through his sympathizers in Ranchi. He also warned that if he did not receive the bail he 
would die in the prison itself. Yet National Investigation Agency repeatedly rejected his 

bail application. At last on another hearing of bail application on July 3rd as he predicted, 
passed away. 
His Life is for People, that too particularly for Adivasis 
 Though his native place was Tiruchurapalli of Tamil Nadu, he selected in Ranchi, the 
capital of Jharkhand state as the hub of his activities. As he was a humanist, the humane 
attitude of Marxism attracted him. He embraced Marxism through the liberation theology 
of Latin American Christian Church. He started working with Bagaicha organization. He 
was a committed PUCL member of the state committee of Jharkhand. He was active 
both in ‘Visthapana Virodhi Navanirmana Morcha’ and ‘Visthapana Virodhi Janavikas 
Andolana’ organizations. 

Salutes to Social and Democratic Rights Activist and 
a Great Humanist, Father Stan Swamy 
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 In the course of these agitations the government of Jharkhand started ‘Land Banks’ 
for corporate companies and for MNCs. NDA and UPA governments have made more 
than hundred MOUs with corporate companies and MNCs. The NDA Chief Minister who 
was not a girijan acquired 21 lakhs acres of land for Land Banks without caring to get the 
resolutions of Grama Sabhas. This is a conspiracy of the government of Raghuveerdas 
to prevent mass agitation at the time of land acquisition. But this kind of acquisition of 
land comes under violation of PESA guidelines. Father Stan Swamy agitated against 
these violations basing his arguments on real statistics with the help of Visthapana 
Virodhi Committee. The government treated these agitations seriously. 
 Protesting against the anti-people activities of the government on behalf of people 
is the crime committed by Father Stan Swamy. After arresting him NIA kept him as an 
under trial prisoner without any enquiry or a trial. But the Home department of Central 
government took it as an urgent and serious thing and hence rejected his bail 
application repeatedly. It is clear that organizing and participating seriously in all the 
mass agitations against POTA, TADA, UAPA and land acquisition is the only reason for 
implicating Father Stan Swamy in the conspiracy case. Right from the British Imperialists, 
rulers have been using 124 IPC against communists who are patriots and who stood by 
the working class people. It is clear that the Central Home Ministry and the state 
governments of Bihar and Maharashtra are responsible for the death of Father Stan 
Swamy. 
 There is a long background for all this. Thousands of youth were imprisoned under 
TADA. The same story was repeated with the arrest of Father Stan Swamy. The Bagaicha 
organization started to analyze these arrests. Under the supervision of Father Stan 
Swamy a survey was done on thousands of under trial prisoners. The survey proved that 
most of them except two or three are innocent and not culprits. The result of this survey 
was against the Chief Minister Raghuveerdas and his high rank officials. Yet they were 
not ready to release POTA prisoners. On this Father Stan Swamy filed a PIL and from that 
day onwards government became intolerant towards him. 
 Under the rule of this same government, in 1994 there were big agitations against 
the actions of the government violating PESA rules. They started in Khunti district first and 
then spread to different regions and finally took the turn of Adivasi revolt. 
 Pathalgadi is the representative of Adivasi culture. It was the storehouse of their 
culture. We see in each and every village details of the village and its history carved on 
a stone board. PESA 1994 details also were carved on them. Thus Pathalgadi area is 
continuing its traditions and culture. There were revolts in Pathalgadi area for self rule 
basing on PESA. 
 The Fifth schedule was not implemented by 9 State Governments in the country and 
so conflicts resulted with the local officers of those governments. The government of 
Raghuveerdas resorted to cruel  
repression. The police filed cases under 124 A (IPC).  
 In the beginning a case of sedition was filed on 20 along with Father Stan Swamy. 
FIRs were filed on 14,000 Adivasis under this section. It remains as a history. Disturbed by 
the cruelty of the government action, Father Stan Swamy started programmes against 
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this. Of course he was in the agitations right from the days of POTA for human rights and 
against the repressive acts. POTA Virodh Manch was formed as a united organization of 
‘Majdoor Kisan Sangharsh samithi’, ‘Hul Jharkhand Kranthi Dal’ and ‘Jana Suraksha 
Sangharsh Manch.’ Jharkhand  coordination committee was formed with Father Stan 
Swamy as convenor, B.P.Kesari as co-ordinator and Sasibhushan Pathak, General 
Secretary of Jharkhand State Committee of PUCL. 
 Even before POTA in Kashmir there was TADA Act in the name of Terrorist Prevention 
Act right from 1985. Though named after Kashmir it was implemented throughout the 
country. This was used particularly on minorities and adivasis. Father Stan Swamy who 
stood for the people was moved to the core by this and started agitations against this. 
He fought against the cases and was a great support to the youth who were branded as 
culprits. 
 In these cases NIA failed to prove the accusations even after investigating for several 
years. UPA government withdrew the TADA Act as a result of the agitations of the people. 
In 2002 in the place of TADA, a bill was prepared for POTA. In 2008 after withdrawing POTA, 
it brought UAPA Act.  
 Those who implemented POTA, UAPA Acts when in power whether UPA or NDA are 
now writing to the President of India to intervene and stop repression and inhuman 
practices towards alleged culprits. After the death of Father Stan Swamy the opposition 
parties also are demanding the release of all those who were arrested under UAPA, 
sedition and 124 A of Indian Penal Code. 
 The government did not place the medical reports of Father Stan Swamy before the 
court. Its responsibility lies with Maharashtra Congress, N.C.P. and Siva Sena. 
 In the Bhima Koregaon case NIA had arrested 16 activists, lawyers and writers. It has 
sub-mitted a computerized letter to the court. A famous American based organization 
declared that that letter was planted by hacking the computer. This is published by 
Arsenal Consulting. So it is proved that this is a conspiracy of NIA with the permission of 
Home Ministry. The most surprising thing is that real culprits are moving scot free 
whereas in the name of urban naxalites intellectuals are being tortured in prison. 
 Only with the permission of the Central government the human rights activist, social 
activist who dedicated his life for the sake of Adivasis and Dalits Father Stan Swamy was 
implicated in this case. 
 Father Stan Swamy was much influenced by the cultural values of adivasi people viz 
equality, collective nature, living in the midst of nature, independent economic stability, 
self rule system etc. He worked for them by mingling with them. He stood by the side of 
those who were fighting for their jal, jungle, land and mines. We never forget the valuable 
sacrifices made by Swamy.  
 


