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From the States: 

  Kerala state government claims the new high-
speed railway line will reduce time between 
Thiruvanantha-puram to Kasargod districts and will cover 
529.45 km from Kochuveli in the south to Kasaragod in the 
north covering 11 districts and halting at 11 stations in just 
four hours. This long line is proposed as fully fenced, 
electric, stand alone and standard gauge. This high speed 
train runs at a top speed of 200 kmph. The average speed 
is 132.5 km/hr. The government claims that if this project is 
implemented, Kerala will also be on the world 
‘development’ map.  

 The expected project cost is 63,941crores (experts say 
it would cost more than 1 lakh crores). This project will be 
independent of any budgetary support from Ministry of Railways. This project construction 
would require 1,383 hectares of land for the new railway line. The existing train journey 
between Kasargod to Thiruvananthapuram takes 12 hours. But new project railway line 
will allow for two-line alternative rail routes and reduce train journey. The Kerala state 
government has appointed Kerala Railway Development Corporation (KRDC) as 
implementing agency. Already the total project estimation is approved by the Niti Aayog 
and the railway board. Some of the veteran journalist and experts who are excited about 
this project have no proper scientific, economic, technical knowledge and didn’t consider 
social and environmental impact by the project as observed by some environmentalists 
and experts. The project is a financial and environmental disaster. 
What is the Silver Line Project?  
 The “Silver Line Project” is very expensive and semi high speed railway project. 
According to Niti Aayog estimated cost of the land acquisition compensation is 28,157 
crores. The KRDC, a joint venture between the Government of Kerala and Indian Railways, 
is moving ahead with the Silver Line Semi High Speed   Railway project, which claims to 
cost Rs 63,941 crore. Earlier Niti Aayog assessed estimates of the project around Rs 1,26,000 
crore. KRDC claims travel from Thiruvananthapuram to Kasaragod in four hours and  
67,450 passengers travel daily. The responsibility of project construction process is taken 
by the three agency groups, such as Hudco, Rail Finance Corporation and Kerala 
Infrastructure Investment Funds Board which will lend money for the project 
implementation. 
 The State government initially said the new railway line will be constructed parallel to 
the existing ones. The project alignment locations have been in many places 4 km away 
from existing line. The project authorities said change in alignment is to avoid massive 
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turns and twists of the line. The new silver line project have two rail routes and require 
large scale of around 1,383 hectares of land from Thiruvananthapuram to Kasargod. The 
State government is hyping this project about the reduced travel time and reduction of 
traffic jams on roads and improving air quality. But the project would pass through lands 
including wetlands, rivers, lakes, rice fields, residential areas of high density of population, 
buildings, bridges and would damage environment. It destroys natural resources, hillocks 
and many endangered species living in the stretch and displaces thousands of people 
and affect their lives and livelihoods. 
Impact on Environment and People 
 Kerala is dependent on agriculture. The State exports many agricultural products to 
other countries. The proposed new railway line will destroy agricultural lands and 
wetlands. This project is not properly studied by the state government. This is no good for 
the people of Kerala. 
 Twenty thousand houses will have to be evacuated. Millions of people will be left 
homeless. Thousands of public roads, including major roads, will be cut off and traffic will 
be disrupted. The proposed route has 88.41 km via duct, 11.52 km tunnels, 101.73 km cutting, 
24.28 cut and cover, 12.99 bridges, 292.72 km embankment. The embankments and 
cuttings form nearly 80% of the total route -structures that would obstruct water flow and 
movement of people. 135 km passes through paddy fields and other Ramsar sites. In 
many places the embanked track is to be made of granite up to a height of twenty-five 
feet, filled with soil and concrete. The accumulation of construction materials required for 
this will cause fatal injuries to the Western Ghats. 530 km wall, which will be five to fifteen 
meters high on both sides, will split Kerala into two and increase the damage during 
floods.  
 The earlier floods that literally submerged half the state, the recurring landslides, soil 
piping incidents, roads crumbling down the hills have taught some basic facts – that 
while flood water defines the state’s landscape, it could also turn into a biggest 
nightmare, if we wrongly engineer on natural eco-systems. In fact, these walls alone are 
enough to make Kerala fear a water bomb. 
Flag Experts and Veteran Journalist Suggestions 
 Many of the pro-project flag experts, journalists and environ-mentalists talking about 
the reduced time between Thiruvananthapuram to Kasargod districts of four hours are 
urging to implement the project.  Another group of experts, veteran journalists and 
environmentalists are arguing about the environmental destruction and effects that 
would be created by the proposed silver line project. Many of the natural resources will 
be destroyed and livelihoods and lives of poor people will be affected. Overall project 
construction process and land acquisition is not going to be easy and government is 
conspiring to implement the project in Kerala at any cost. 
 The Vizhinjam International Port is a classical case study. The project has unleashed 
an environmental disaster, and is also facing a financial breakdown. Many scientists, 
environmental groups and fisher folk had right from the beginning voiced their opposition 
to this project, and were charac-teristically ignored. In the last five years, hills have been 
quarried for rocks to be deposited into the sea to build the sea wall for the port. But every 
time the coast is hit by a cyclone or high tidal waves, the walls collapse, wasting precious 
resources. Only a quarter of the sea wall has been built, and the project has already shot 
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its timeline by nearly two years. It has also eroded the fishing and tourist beaches, 
including Kovalam and Shankhumukham. Hundreds of fisher families have lost their 
homes to the sea. The Vizhinjam project, which was hyped to make Thiruvananthapuram 
a paradise, has now become a centre-point of disaster. 
 Earlier floods, landslides were only during the monsoon season. Today we are faced 
with a catastrophe that can be expected at any time due to the low pressures that occur 
as part of climate change. The question of whether the landscape of Kerala, which is in 
constant decline due to natural calamities and has a weak habitat, can withstand the 
impact of such a massive project remains unanswered. This is a question that 
environmentalists are pointing out and that the government is not giving enough 
consideration, seriousness and vigilance. 
 The government’s interpretation is that the K-Rail will pave the way for Kerala’s 
leap. Those who are aware of the present state of the Kerala economy and the fragile 
ecological structure cannot even dream of such a project. According to the CAG report, 
Kerala’s public debt is rising like an inflated balloon. What happens when extra air gets 
inside the balloon is what happens when a debt-ridden economy is mortgaged and 
reborrowed such a huge amount. The history of the countries that went bankrupt due to 
overborrowing, regardless of the health of the economy, is an open book before us. When 
the proposed Silver Line is thoroughly analyzed in the case of Kerala, leading experts in 
the field, point out that it is likely to turn into an economic catastrophe along with an 
irreparable environmental catastrophe. 
 K-Rail estimates that 9314 buildings would have to be demolished and 10,000 families 
may have to be relocated. This number could be double the given estimates. Many pro 
project experts said, this railway line system is better option as five airports and 
neighbouring airport is well connected in Coimbatore to Kasargod. The flight ticket 
charges are around 1,800 rupees and the present high speed rail facility plans to charge 
2,000 rupees. So, question arises how many poor people are going to use high speed rail 
and flights to travel. Moreover, most of the population migrate to other states and 
countries for their livelihood and the new silver line is hardly useful for people. Many 
thousands of peoples’ lives will be disrupted. 
Protests by People of Kerala 
 Protests on the streets are limited due to the Covid protocol. But in the online and 
social media plat-forms, a large number of people from Kasargod to 
Thiruvananthapuram and many organizations have formed dozens of active anti-Silver 
line protest committees. Not only those who are at risk of losing their homes and farms 
but also those who have insight into the huge environmental disaster that this project is 
going to create are actively protesting. Kerala Sasthra Sahitya Parishad, Kerala Paristhi 
Aikyavedi, Local Environmental Organizations, Progressive Political Front, Anti-Silver Line 
People’s Committee, Economic, Technical and Environmental Experts and many other 
organizations and individuals are opposing the project and sharing information of 
environ-mental, economic and technical concerns related to the project. 
 Prabudha Kerala has always opposed development projects that cause 
environmental destruction. They are insulted in the name of development blockers and 
environmental fundamentalists. This accusation is made by those who are on the path 
of capitalist develop-ment. Instead of taking only what society needs from nature, 
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profiteering capitalism has plundered nature as much as it can. All environmental 
disruption were justified in the name of “development projects”. 
 Studies have shown that this exploitation of nature by capitalist-imperialist powers 
around the world has not only led to global climate change but has also threatened the 
survival of many nations and human beings. By 2030, sea level will rise by about 15 cm, 34 
cm by 2050 and 111 cm in 2100 respectively. The weather summit is based on a study 
report. The summit shaped an international agreement called the Paris Agreement. With 
this, environmentally destructive projects were opposed all over the world. Awareness 
programs were launched to raise awareness for environmental protection at the 
international level. The U.S. government withdrew from this in 2018 but rectified it in 
2021. But LDF in Kerala is arguing like the Trump administration.  
 Most of the travel problems can be addressed by initiating steps to complete the 
available rail infrastructure in the state. The total length of the rail network in Kerala is 1045 
km; there are 181 stations across nine routes, and connect all major towns and cities of 
the state except the highland districts of Idukki and Wayanad which did not find place 
even in silver line project with their delicate topography. The focus must be on speeding 
up the doubling of the existing line, the work which has been going on for almost 15 years 
now. Alternatives that can be implemented at a cost less than or equal to the interest of 
huge money on the proposed project are available and need to be considered in 
consultation with experts. 
 Silver line project is most environmentally destructive, financially burdensome and 
social catastrophe Kerala has ever seen. Today’s top speed around the world is 350 to 
700 km/hr. As such, the proposed average speed of 132.5 km/hr standard gauge railway 
line is obsolete. According to Justice Commission the project, which is mostly dependent 
on foreign loans, will cost around Rs 1.5 lakh crores. It can increase up to four times over 
time and push the State into miserable debt. There are innumerable reasons to oppose 
this project. So, all Intellectuals, democrats, students, peoples’ organizations and people 
come together and oppose and demand the government to withdraw from the absurdly 
complicated and destructive Silver Line project. 
 


