
1 
cs-aug-2022-artical-karnataka 

   

     
 

 
  Karnataka Gramin Bank has trapped farmers in huge debts out of their petty loans 
by charging them with exorbitant fines over and above its killer compound interests. It is 
trying to auction their farm lands and is refusing to give new loans. Farmers, being made 
vulnerable and insecure felt insulted and are committing suicides. Under these 
circumstances, AIKMKS affiliated Karnataka Rajya Rythu Sangha is carrying out agitations 
to stand with the farmers and fight these unjust practises.  

 However, government and bank officials were reluctant to act, so the movement was 
intensified. An indefinite fast was launched on June 27 at the Karnataka Gramin Bank 
headquarters in Bellary after campaigning in many villages and deciding that each village 
would participate in the dharna for one day.  Farmers from 28 villages carried out dharnas 
seriously for 28 days. Many more villages showed a eagerness to participate. The 
participation of farmers from various districts has also increased day by day. In this 
situation, the revenue administration, police and bank officials requested farmers a 
month’s time to hold talks with their bank board and RBI officials and come up with a 
conducive solution. Farmers held discussions among themselves and temporarily called-
off the indefinite dharna after holding a large meeting of 300 people. 
 Farmers suffered severe losses to their crops and incurred heavy financial losses and 
are demanding complete loan waiver or a one-time settlement of 10 percent of the amount. 
The Karnataka Rajya Rythu Sangha (KRRS) has declared that the fight will continue until this 
demand is accepted. R.Madhava Reddy, President of KRRS, said that they will wait till 
October as requested by the bank officials and if the issues are not resolved, they will 
continue their agitations again.  
 As part of this agitation, thousands of pamphlets were distributed in 100 villages over a 
month prior to the dharnas. This program was attended by union leaders and hundreds of 
farmers every day. Lawyers, doctors and various organisations participated one day each 
in support of this farmer’s movement. 
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